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KNOX COUNTY SCHOOLS

CHARACTER COUNTS!

Foundations for Life Essay 
Contest Overview
2009
Thank you for your interest in the 2009 Knox County Schools – CHARACTER COUNTS! Foundations for Life Essay Contest.  This contest offers an exciting opportunity to blend into your writing curriculum the Six Pillars of CHARACTER COUNTS!sm and meaningful life maxims from history and literature.   

Description of the Contest

1. The local Knox County Contest is an initiative of the Knox County CHARACTER COUNTS! Coalition and Knox County Schools Office of Student Assistance Services. 

2. Knox County Schools encourages teachers to incorporate this contest into their ongoing Language Arts and Writing programs.  Teachers should consider using the provided maxims as writing prompts throughout the school year.  

Mechanics of the Contest

1. Essays must relate to one of the Foundations for Life maxims.  These maxims are available from curriculum instruction facilitators (elementary), English Department Chairs (middle and high), or may be downloaded from the Foundations for Life section of the following websites: www.charactercounts.org or www.osas.knoxschools.org 
2. Each school may submit up to five essays per grade, for grades 3 through 12.
3. Essays will be judged by community representatives on “compelling content” and “presentation” as defined on the enclosed “Judge’s Review Form.”

Entry Requirements
1. Maximum length of essay:

a. 500 words for grades 3 – 5


b. 1000 words for grades 6 – 12


2. Each essay must be typed in a standard 12-point font (Ariel, New Times, or Tahoma); double spaced, and submitted on white paper.  
3. Each essay must have stapled to it a properly completed and signed “Entry Form” (see enclosed).  Identifying information, including the student’s name, school, and grade should appear only on the Entry Form, not on the essay itself.
4. Each school must submit a “Grade Level Cover Sheet” for each grade (see enclosed). 

5. Schools will submit 4 copies of each essay and Entry Form. 

6. The submission deadlines for the Knox County contest are:
· Middle and High: 4:00 p.m. on Dec. 8, 2008 to Jane Ailor
· Elementary:  4:00 p.m. on March 9, 2009 to Fran Thomforde

Recognitions and Awards
· Certificates of Recognition for all entries 
· Five recognition awards at each grade level; valued at $100 (cash or prizes)
· Middle and High School Contest Reception in January 2009
Elementary Contest Reception in April 2009
Resources

4. For more information contact:

a. Your Curriculum and Instruction Facilitator 

b. Elementary: Fran Thomforde, 579-8018
c. Middle and High: Jane Ailor, 594-1730

d. Martha Masterson, Contest Coordinator, 680-9829
e. Office of Student Assistance Services, 573-5144 - Ext. 1074
5. Websites:

a. Knox County Schools Office of Student Assistance Services:    

     www.osas.knoxschools.org 

b. CHARACTER COUNTS!:  www.charactercounts.org 

c. Knox County CHARACTER COUNTS!: www.discoveret.org/ccknox

Attachments 
· Contest Maxims

· Contest Entry Form

· Grade Level Cover Sheet
· Judge’s Review Form
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